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Probate is a court-monitored process of proving the validity of a will,
transferring property, and settling the affairs of the deceased’s estate. 
If there is no will, a similar process known as Administration is used to
settle the deceased’s affairs.

As soon as practical following the person’s death. In Nevada, if the 
total amount of the deceased person’s assets exceeds $20,000, or if 
real estate is involved, probate (or administration) will be
required and there is normally no reason to delay start-
ing the process. Nevada law requires a person in pos-
session of the deceased person’s will to “deliver it to the 
clerk of the district court” within 30 days of the death.

If there are no real estate holdings and the value of the
estate does not exceed $20,000, certain surviving family
member(s) or a person entitled to inherit the property
from the estate may initiate proceedings 40 days after
the death. Without any court proceeding, these parties
may use a form called Affidavit of Entitlement permitting

the release of the
assets from any per-
son or business hold-
ing those assets
(such as a bank,
stock brokerage company or pension plan administrator). In a rou-
tine probate proceeding, you can expect a minimum probate period
of 120 to 180 days. This allows for publication of creditor notices and
gives creditors time to file claims. However, probate and estate ad-
ministration often take much longer if complications arise.

Usually a relative of the deceased submits to the District Court a “Petition 
for Issuance of Letters Testamentary” or a “Petition for Issuance of Letters 
of Administration.”  Contact our office for further details at 775-782-7171
or click on our website address above.
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